AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Art Unit 2879 

U.S. Appln. No. 09/478,198 Q57471 



IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please enter th e following amended claims: _ 

1. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step and a 
second step, said first step is carried out immediately before said second step, 

said second step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than that of said 
first step, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said second step being greater than the 
number of display panels to be processed in said first step. 

2. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said second step includes a 
relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a second 
cassette used in said second step in a greater number than the number of display panels having 
been processed in said first step. 

3. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 2, wherein said relocation step includes 
the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 
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(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

Ay/ (c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 

position above said second cassette; and 

(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
display panel into_s.ald^ej^opjlAas.s.ettjEU 




6. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 3, wherein said step (a) further includes 
^ the steps of: 

(al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 
(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 
£d3) transferring said second cassette out of said second station. 



8. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 3, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 
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9. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 3, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (a). 

12. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said second step is a step of 
introducing liquid crystal into a space formed between two substrates. 



13. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step and a 
second step which is to be carried out immediately after said first step, 

said first step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than that of said 
second step, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said first step being greater than the 
number of display panels to be processed in said second step. 

14. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 13, wherein said first step includes the 
relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a second 
cassette used in said second step in the smaller number than the number of display panels having 
been processed in said first step. 
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15. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 14, wherein said relocation step 
includes the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 

(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

(c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 
position above said second cassette; and 

(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
jdiaaJa ^a^ ^ _ , 



18. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 15, wherein said step (a) further 

aO includes the steps of: 
(al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 
(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 

(d3) transferring said second cassette out of said second station. 
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20. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 15, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 

Lf out before or after said step (d). 

21. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 15, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after ^said stegja). 



25. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step, a 
^| second step which is to be carried out immediately after said first step, and a third step which is 

to be carried out immediately after said second step, 

said second step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than those of 
said first and second steps, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said second step being greater than both 
the number of display panels to be processed in said first step and the number of display panels 
to be processed in said third step. 

26. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 25, wherein said second step includes a 
first relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a 
second cassette used in said second step in a greater number than the number of display panels 
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having been processed in said first step, and a second relocation step of relocating display panels 
from said second cassette into a third cassette used in said third step in the smaller number than 
the number of display panels having been processed in said second step. 

27. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 26, wherein each of said first and 
second relocation steps includes the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 

(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

(c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 
position above said second cassette; and 

(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
display panel into said second cassette. 

28. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 27, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the step of compensating for a pitch at an upper edge of said display panel when said 
display panel is supported at said upper edge thereof. 
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29. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 27, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the step of compensating for a pitch at a side edge of said display panel when said 
display panel is supported at said side edge thereof. 



30. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 27, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the steps of: 

(al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 
(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 

(d3) transferring said sec ond cassette out of said sec ond station. ____ 

32. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 27, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 
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33. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 27, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (a). 

34. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 26, wherein said first and second 
cassettes have the same size. 



36. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 25, wherein said second step is a step 
of introducing liquid crystal into a space formed between two substrates. 



37. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step and a 
second step, said first step carried out immediately before said second step, 

said second step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than that of said 
first step, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said second step being greater than the 
number of display panels having been processed in said first step. 
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38. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 37, wherein said second step includes a 
relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a second 
cassette used in said second step in a greater number than the number of display panels having 
been processed in said first step. 

39. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 38, wherein said relocation step 
includes the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 

(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

(c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 
position above said second cassette; and 

(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
display panel into said^sec^nd cassette. ^ 



42. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 39, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the steps of: 

(al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 
(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
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(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 

(d^transferi^ g^ ^ of said second statio n^ ., u , 



44. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 39, further comprising a step (e) of 
jl rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 



45. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 39, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (a). 



48. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 37, wherein said second step is a step 



of introducing liquid crystal into a space formed between two substrates. 
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49. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step and a 
second step which is to be carried out immediately after said first step, 

said first step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than that of said 
second step, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said first step being greater than the 
number of display panels to be introduced into said second step. 

50. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 49, wherein said first step includes the 
relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a second 
cassette used in said second step in the smaller number than the number of display panels having 
been processed in said first step. 

51. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 50, wherein said relocation step 
includes the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 

(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

(c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 
position above said second cassette; and 
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(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
* display panel into said second cassette. 



54. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 51, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the steps of: 

(al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 
(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 
(d3) transferring said second cassette out of said second station. 



56. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 51, further comprising a step (e) of 
| *| rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 



57. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 51, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (a). 
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61. (Amended) A method of fabricating a display panel, comprising a first step, a 
second step which is to be carried out immediately after said first step, and a third step which is 
to be carried out immediately after said second step, 

said second step taking a longer time to be carried out per a display panel than those of 
said first and second steps, 

the number of display panels to be processed in said second step being greater than both 
the number of display panels having been processed in said first step and the number of display 
panels to be introduced into said third step. 

62. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 61, wherein said second step includes a 
first relocation step of relocating display panels from a first cassette used in said first step to a 
second cassette used in said second step in a greater number than the number of display panels 
having been processed in said first step, and a second relocation step of relocating display panels 
from said second cassette into a third cassette used in said third step in the smaller number than 
the number of display panels having been processed in said second step. 

63. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 62, wherein each of said first and 
second relocation steps includes the steps of: 

(a) upwardly taking a display panel out of said first cassette in which display panels are 
stored, with said display panel being supported at upper and lower edges thereof; 
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(b) supporting said display panel taken out of said first cassette, at lower and side edges 

thereof; 

(c) laterally transferring said display panel from a position above said first cassette to a 

jar 

| ^ position above said second cassette; and 

(d) supporting said display panel at upper and side edges thereof and lowering said 
display^panel into said sgcond cassette. 
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66. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 63, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the steps of: 

| (jf (al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 

(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 
(d3) tr ansferring said second cassette out of said second station. 



68. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 63, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 
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69. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 63, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 



out before or jrfter said step _(aX 

^ 



a 



A 72. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 61, wherein said second step is a step 

of introducing liquid crystal into a space formed between two substrates. 



76. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 73, wherein said step (a) further 
includes the steps of: 

\*\ (al) transferring said first cassette including display panels, into a first station; 

(a2) taking said display panels out of said first cassette in said first station; and 
(a3) transferring said first cassette out of said first station; 
and wherein said step (d) further includes the steps of: 

(dl) transferring said second cassette including no display panels into a second station; 
(d2) introducing display panels into said second cassette; and 
(d3) transfeiring,said second cassette out, of s ai d secon d station . m . j= 
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78. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 73, further comprising a step (e) of 
rotating said second cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (d). 



16 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Art Unit 2879 

U.S. Appln. No. 09/478,198 Q57471 

79. (Amended) The method as set forth in claim 73, further comprising the step (e) of 
rotating said first cassette in a horizontal plane by 90 degrees, said step (e) being to be carried 
out before or after said step (a). 
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